Otto H. Kahn, of Kuhn, Loeb & Co., New York; James Stillman, of the National City Bank, New York; Louis Fitzgerald, president of the Mercantile Trust Company, New York; George J. Gould, president of the Missouri Pacific; John W. Gates, of the American Steel & Wire Company, and Herman Sielcken, who represented a large body of security-holders in Holland.
On the 5th of May, 1900, an executive committee composed of Harriman, Kahn, and five representatives of the Gates interests was chosen to manage the property under direction of the trustees, and about a week later it organized by electing Harriman as chairman.   In July, 1900, Samuel W. Fordyce, formerly president and later one of the receivers of the Kansas City, Pittsburgh & Gulf, tendered his resignation, and upon recommendation of the executive committee Stuart R. Knott, of Savannah, Georgia, vice-president of the Plant System, was elected in his place.1
The task set before the trustees, the executive committee, and the new president of the Kansas City Southern was one of great if not insuperable difficulty. They had to deal not with a substantially built and properly equipped road, but with one that
1 Mr. Knott was a trained and experienced railroad man, who, prior to his connection with the Plant System, had been for ten years or more first vice-president of the Louisville & Nashville..